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FORCIBLE OCCUPATION
In his post-prayer speech Gandhiji referred to the
letter of a Punjabi friend from the East Punjab. He had
a house there and had his business in the West Punjab.
Like others he had to leave the West Punjab and on
coming to the East Punjab found his house occupied
by a Government servant. In spite of all his efforts, he
was unable to get it vacated and could just get two
rooms in his own house. He asked Gandhiji if the East
Punjab Government should help him to get possession
or whether he must resort to a court of law for the pur-
pose. Gandhiji agreed that the Government should help
him to get his house vacated without his having to go
to a court of law. And as the occupant was a Govern-
ment servant^ it should not be difficult for the Govern-
ment. Whilst he held that houses belonging to the refugees
should be vacated, he had to remind the refugees that
some of them were forcibly occupying other people's
houses. They were reported to have broken open the
locks of vacant houses especially when they happened
to belong to Muslims. Such lawlessness was not good
for the country or for the individual concerned. Could
bloodshed, arson and loot ever benefit anybody?
SWEET TALK
Gandhiji was being warned that in spite of sweet
talk by Muslim leaders in Pakistan, no Hindu or Sikh
could live in Pakistan with any self-respect or safety.
Congressmen had always held that their State was a
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